CEDAR RIDGE SPEEDWAY
602/604 CRATE LATE MODEL RULES 2026
Rules & Specifications
1. GENERAL SAFETY
Safety is the primary responsibility of the racer. All track-specific and general safety rules always apply to everyone participating in an event.
The following safety equipment and procedures are strongly recommended unless otherwise specified:
1. All drivers should wear an SFI-approved full fire suit. SFI-approved racing shoes and gloves are also recommended.
2. All cars should have a fully charged fire extinguisher securely mounted within reach of the driver.
3. All cars must have a kill switch within easy reach of the driver. The switch must be clearly marked “ON” and “OFF.”
4. All cars should have a quality fuel cell equipped with a rollover valve/check valve in the fuel-cell vent.
5. A window net is recommended but not required.
6. Minimum five-point safety belts must be SFI-approved and securely mounted to the roll cage. Belts must be a minimum of:
· 3 inches wide; or
· 2 inches wide when used with an approved head-and-neck restraint.
· Safety belts no more than two years old are recommended.
7. No signal devices are permitted, including light sticks, flashlights, cell phones, or similar devices.
2. MINIMUM WEIGHT
The car must meet the following minimum weight with the driver immediately following the race:
· 602 Engine: 2,350 lbs.
· 604 Engine: 2,450 lbs.
3. ENGINE
1. Only sealed GM 602 or GM 604 crate engines are permitted.
2. Engines must retain the GM factory seals. No twist off bolt engines. 
Engine Claim
1. An engine may be claimed for $8,000.
· $250 of the claim fee goes to the track.
· The claim must be paid in cash to the Tech Inspector.
· The total amount required for a claim is $8,250.
· If the driver does not take the claimed engine, the track retains the $250 fee and the remaining amount is returned to the claimant.
2. The claim must be made at Scales and Money within 10 minutes following completion of the race.
3. Only the top five (5) finishing drivers may claim a crate engine.
4. A driver may claim only one engine per event.
5. The following components are not included in an engine claim:
· Carburetor
· Water pump and pulleys
· Water neck
· Motor mounts
· Fuel pump
· Fuel pump rod and cover
· Flywheel assembly
6. Failure to surrender an engine that has been properly claimed will result in:
· Forfeiture of all money earned for the event; and
· A $200 fine that must be paid before the driver may compete again.
4. CARBURETOR
1. Any four-barrel carburetor is permitted.
2. The engine must remain naturally aspirated.
3. A maximum 1-inch carburetor spacer is permitted.
5. FUEL SYSTEM
1. Stock-type mechanical fuel pumps are permitted, including Carter M4891 or equivalent.
2. Belt-driven power steering/fuel pump systems mounted off the back of the engine are permitted.
3. Electric fuel pumps are prohibited.
4. Permitted fuels include:
· Gasoline
· Racing gasoline
· VP X85
· E85
5. The following are prohibited:
· VP CHP
· Alcohol
· Nitrous oxide

6. IGNITION SYSTEM
1. Any electronic distributor-type ignition system is permitted.
2. The following ignition systems are prohibited:
· Crank triggers
· Distributor less multi-coil systems
· Magnetos
3. The MSD 6AL or 6ALN is the only MSD ignition box permitted.
4. Electronic traction-control devices are prohibited.
5. The MSD box may be confiscated by the Series or Track at any time for inspection.
6. Dual ignition systems are prohibited.
7. If a car is equipped with more than one ignition box, only one box may be connected.
7. WATER PUMP
1. Cast-iron or aluminum water pumps are permitted.
2. Water pumps must remain stock mounted.
3. Stock-mounted mechanical fans are permitted.
4. Electric fans and electric water pumps are prohibited.
8. EXHAUST SYSTEM
1. Collector-type headers are required.
2. Headers must have four tubes entering one collector.
3. The following are prohibited:
· Zoomie headers
· Tri-Y headers
· Merged-collector headers
· Square-tube headers
4. Mufflers are not required unless mandated by the track.
5. If mufflers are required by the track, they must incorporate internal noise-dampening characteristics, such as:
· Baffles
· Extruded holes
· Screens
· Chambers
· Similar noise-dampening construction
6. Mufflers must comply with the local speedway's applicable noise-decibel requirements.
9. TRANSMISSION
1. All transmission brands are permitted.
2. The transmission must have at least one functioning forward gear and one functioning reverse gear.
3. Straight-drive transmissions and in-and-out boxes are prohibited.
4. Drive shafts must be painted white for safety identification.
5. Carbon-fiber drive shafts are permitted.
6. Ball-spline transmissions are strongly recommended when using a carbon-fiber drive shaft for safety purposes.
10. WHEELBASE
1. Minimum wheelbase is 103 inches.
2. A 1-inch tolerance is permitted where specifically applicable under the frame rules.
11. REAR END
1. Standard quick-change rear ends are permitted.
2. Titanium or other exotic materials are prohibited for:
· Axles
· Spools
· Gears
· Other internal rear-end components
12. ENGINE POSITION
1. Engine location must measure 6½ inches from the center of the lower ball joint to the #1 spark plug, with a tolerance of ½ inch.
2. The measurement is taken with the engine mounted in front of the water pump.
3. A 50-pound weight penalty will be assessed for every additional ½ inch outside the permitted tolerance.
13. FRAME & CHASSIS
1. Minimum wheelbase is 103 inches, with a 1-inch tolerance.
2. Any Late Model chassis is permitted.
3. Square-tube and round-tube chassis are permitted.
4. Aluminum frames are prohibited.
5. Square-tube frames must use a minimum of 2-inch x 2-inch tubing.
6. Round-tube frames must use a minimum of 1¾-inch tubing.
7. A full racing roll cage is mandatory.
8. Minimum roll-cage tubing is 1½-inch outside diameter x .090-inch wall steel tubing.
14. SUSPENSION
1. Standard Late Model suspension components are required.
2. Spring-loaded or shock-type four-bar rods are prohibited.
3. Only standard solid four-bar rods are permitted.
4. Torsion-bar front and rear suspensions are prohibited.
5. Standard one-piece bird cages are required.
6. Split bird cages are prohibited. All components must function as one assembly.
7. The car may use one of the following rear-suspension systems:
· 5th coil; or
· Torque link
8. A 5th coil and torque link may not both be used.
9. Data-acquisition devices of any type are prohibited.
15. SHOCKS & SPRINGS
Shock and Spring Requirements
1. One (1) shock and one (1) spring are permitted at each corner of the car.
2. The left-rear shock may be mounted in front of the rear end.
3. One (1) fifth-coil shock is permitted.
4. One (1) 90/10 shock may be mounted on top of the rear end.
5. No additional shocks are permitted beyond those specifically allowed by these rules.
Prohibited Shock Types
The following are prohibited:
· Single-adjustable shocks
· Double-adjustable shocks
· Triple-adjustable shocks
· Four-way adjustable shocks
· Canister-style adjustable shocks
· Piggyback remote-adjustable shocks
· Externally adjustable shocks
· Air shocks
· Thru-rod shocks
· Inerter shocks
· Spring cages
· Internal bump stops
Schrader-valve shocks are permitted.
Shock Travel
1. Front shocks must collapse and extend 6 inches, 7 inches, or 9 inches.
2. Rear shocks must collapse and extend 9 inches.
3. All shocks must fully compress.
Springs
1. Progressive springs are prohibited.
2. Stack springs are prohibited on all corners.
3. Spring rubbers are permitted on any corner.
4. A bump stop and bump spring are permitted on the right front only.
Shock Sleeves
Shock sleeves are permitted for shock protection. The Series or Track Official may require sleeves to be removed for inspection at any time.
16. SHOCK CLAIM & CONFISCATION
1. The Track or Series has the right to purchase/claim shocks at any time.
2. Up to five (5) shocks may be claimed.
3. The claim price is $300 per shock.
4. Only drivers finishing in the top five (5) may claim shocks.
5. A driver claiming shocks must finish in the top five and on the lead lap.
6. Claims must be made to the Tech Official within five (5) minutes after the checkered flag falls on the feature event.
7. A driver may claim shocks from a car finishing ahead of them or may be claimed by an eligible driver.
8. Reverse shock claims are prohibited. A driver may not claim shocks from a car finishing behind them.
Failure to Surrender Claimed Shocks
Refusal to allow claimed shocks to be removed will result in forfeiture of all points and money from that event and the following penalties:
· First offense: $0 fine
· Second offense: $250 fine
· Third offense: $500 fine and a one-year suspension from the Series
Shock Inspection / Confiscation
1. The Series may confiscate or claim shocks at any time to determine compliance with these rules.
2. If confiscated shocks are determined to be legal, they will be returned to the driver.
3. If the shocks are determined to be illegal, the driver will lose all points and money associated with the event.
4. The Series or Track will retain $50 per shock regardless of the inspection outcome.
17. BODY
Bodywork must comply with the applicable Body Diagram and Specifications.
1. Raised edges, gurney lips, or similar aerodynamic devices are prohibited.
2. Doors and quarter panels must be flat or may have an outward roll.
3. Doors and body panels may not be rolled inward.
4. Tunneling of any type is prohibited:
· Under the body
· Along the frame
· Around the fuel-cell area
5. A stone shield for a remote oil filter or transmission is permitted.
· Maximum size: 24 inches x 24 inches
· Must be located near the rear engine plate.
6. Roof supports or “C” pillars on both sides of the car must be constructed from equal material.
7. Window openings must be the same size on the left and right sides.
8. If clear Lexan is used, it must be installed on both sides.
9. Both sides must either be open or both sides must be closed.
10. Curved or arced roof supports are permitted.
· Maximum arc: 3 inches at the widest point
· Arc will be checked using a straight edge extended from the roof edge to the door edge.
11. Mirrors are prohibited at all locations on the car.
12. Plastic body panels are permitted but must comply with all applicable Body Specifications and Measurements.
18. COMMUNICATION DEVICES
1. Radios and all forms of two-way communication are prohibited.
2. A RaceCeiver one-way communication device is the only permitted communication device.
19. SPOILER
1. Maximum spoiler height is 8 inches.
2. The spoiler must be constructed from solid material, such as:
· Lexan
· Sheet aluminum
· Material of equal strength
3. Spoiler support must be constructed from equal material and be of equal size throughout the permitted areas.
4. Open spoiler support is prohibited.
5. Spoiler height, width, and angle must remain consistent across the entire spoiler.
6. Varying spoiler heights or spoiler angles are prohibited.
20. WHEELS & TIRES
Wheels
1. Any wheel manufacturer is permitted.
2. Maximum wheel width is 14 inches.
3. Bead locks are permitted in any position.
4. Wide 5 wheels and adapters are permitted.
Tires
1. This is an open tire rule.
2. Any dirt Late Model racing tire is permitted.

ADDED WEIGHT MAY BE REQUIRED FOR ANY CAR THAT IS DOMINATING. THIS WILL BE AT THE TRACKS DISCRETION.

